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As Guru Ramdas grew old, the question of his
succession arose. In view of Guru Amardas' pro-
phecy the choice lay between his two sons Prithia
and Arjan. The former was the elder but avaricious
and self-seeking. Arjan the younger was in every
way fitted to sit on the Guru's throne. This was
proved not long before Guru Ramdas' death. One
day Saharimal, the Guru's first cousin, came from
Lahore to invite the Guru to his son's wedding.
Ramdas could not himself leave Amritsar, so he
asked Prithia to represent him at the marriage feast.
But Prithia was misappropriating for himself so
large a share of the Guru's offerings, that he had
no wish to leave Amritsar. He also feared for the
succession, in case Ramdas died in his absence.
Prithia, therefore, made so many excuses, that the
Guru sent his younger Arjan instead. Arjan went
gladly and stayed on at Lahore some time after the
wedding. At length he grew homesick and wrote
thus to his father :
'My soul longeth for a sight of the Guru
'It crieth like a chatak bird for raindrops
'My thirst is not quenched, and I have no rest without
a sight of my beloved saint.
*I am a sacrifice,  I am a sacrifice to a sight of the
Guru, the beloved and holy one.'
Prithia met the messenger. Unable to write verse
himself, he was filled with jealousy at his brother's
poetic talents. He took the letter and hid it, order-
ing the messenger to tell Arjan that his father wished
him to stay at Lahore. The messenger went back
and told Arjan what had happened. Arjan wrote
a second letter in verse, which Prithia also inter-